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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

Kl This communication is responsive to the amendment of October 15, 1999 and the tele, int. of November 16, 19 99 
Kl The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8, 11, 13-15, and 18-20 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Examiner *s Amendment 


An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
James H. Walters on November 16, 1999. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the abstract : 

Ime 6, inserted ~is~ following "cavity" 

^^Wne 8, inserted -discretely- following "to" 

line 11, inserted -^ I he retention ring is discretely rotat"abie about the base throuRh the 

engagement of an outer generally polygonal surface of the base and an inner generally polygonal 
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In the claims : 

changed claims 1-8, 1 1, 13-15 and 18-20 to: 


1 . A wheel retention device comprising: 

a base for mounting on a rack, said base including an open cavity which is sized to receive 
a portion of a wheel therein; and 

a retention ring moimted on said base, wherein said retention ring is rotatable generally 
around said base so as to block an opening in said base leading to said open cavity for securing 
the wheel relative to said base, 

wherein said base includes an outer generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of 
facets and said retention ring includes an inner generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality 
of facets, said outer surface being in engagement with said inner surface to accurately and 
discretely position said retention ring with respect to said base. 


2. A wheel retention device according to claim 1 wherein the portion of the wheel comprises a 
portion of a rim and a portion of a tire of a bicycle wheel. 


3. A wheel retention device according to claim 1 wherein said retention ring is rotatable generally 
around said outer surface of said base. 
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L 4. A wheel retention device according to claim 3 wherein said retention ring extends 

circumferentially approximately 270 degrees around said outer surface of said base. 


5. A wheel retention device according to claim 3 wherein said outer surface of said base 
comprises a bottom of a groove formed in said base, said retention ring being mounted within said 
groove. 


6. A wheel retention device according to claim 5 wherein said facets define linear segments, 

\ 

^ wherein a first one of said linear segments of one of said base and said retention ring is at an angle 

of approximately 20 degrees relative to a second, adjacent one of said linear segments of said one 
of said base and said retention ring. 


7. A wheel retention device according to claim 1 wherein said base includes a shoulder in the 
open cavity for mounting said base on the rack. 


8. A rack for securing a wheeled vehicle therein, comprising: 
^ ^ a first wheel well for receiving a first wheel of the wheeled vehicle therein; 

a second wheel well operatively connected to said first wheel well, said second wheel well 
comprising a channel; and 



J' 
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a wheel retention device including a base which is mounted on said channel, said base 
including an open cavity wherein said open cavity is sized to receive a portion of a second wheel 
of the wheeled vehicle therein, a retention ring mounted on said base, said retention ring being 
rotatable generally around said base so as to block an opening in said base leading to said open 
cavity for securing the second wheel relative to said base and said second wheel well; 

wherein said base includes an outer generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of 
facets and said retention ring includes an irmer generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality 
of facets, said outer surface being in engagement with said inner surface to accurately and 
discretely position said retention ring with respect to said base. 

^\ A rack according to claim 8 wherein said outer surface of said base comprises a bottom of a 
groove formed in said base, said retention ring being mounted within said groove. 


lo. A rack according to claim 8 wherein said retention ring extends circumferentially 


approximately 270 degrees about a central axis of said base. 


14. A rack according to claim 8 wherein said base includes a shoulder in the open cavity which 
facilitates the mounting of said base on said channel. 


V 
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placing a first wheel of the wheeled vehicle in a first wheel well of the rack; 

mounting a wheel retention device to a second wheel well of the rack, the wheel retention 
device including a base having an open cavity and a retention member, said retention member 
being rotatable generally around said base so as to block an opening in said base, wherein said 
base includes an outer generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of facets and said 
retention member includes an inner generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of facets, 
said outer surface being in engagement with said inner surface to accurately and discretely 
position said retention member with respect to said base; 

placing a second wheel of the wheeled vehicle in the second wheel well of the rack and in 
the open cavity of the base; and 

rotating said retention member with respect to said base to block the opening in the base 
and retain the second wheel to said rack. 

1/8. A method of securing a wheeled vehicle to a rack according to claim lo wherein the base 


includes a periphery and a groove formed in said periphery, said retention member being mounted 
within said groove. 



; A method of securing a wheeled vehicle to a rack according to claim .1^ wherein said groove 


includes said outer surface of said base. 
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^ A method of securing a wheeled vehicle to a rack according to clairn^ wherein said 

retention member extends circumferentially approximately 270 degrees about a central axis of said 
base. 


/ canceled claims 9, 10, 12, 16, 17 and 21-23 


Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record, 
absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the entire combination of elements set forth in the 
claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art of record fails to teach a wheel retention device 
comprising a base including an outer generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of facets 
and a retention ring including an inner generally polygonal surface comprising a plurality of facets, 
the outer surface being in engagement with the inner surface to accurately and discretely position 
the retention ring with respect to the base. 


The application having been allowed, formal drawings are required in response to this 
Office Action. 


Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is (703) 305-3979. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. The 
fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-3597. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 
11/16/99 ^ 
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Daniel P. Stodola 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 


